
Poetry Essay Outline for “The Road Not Taken” By: Robert Frost 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

Topic Sentences:  

� Robert Frost bet only one out of ten readers knew the actual meaning of his poem “The 

Road Not Taken”. 

� Robert Frost was almost 40 years old when his first volume of poetry was published.  

� Robert Frost is also the winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry 4 times.  

� Robert Frost’s belief was that a poem should begin in delight and end in wisdom.  

Method of Development:  

1. Diction is used by Frost in reference to the sigh in the 4
th

 stanza. This sigh is implied in a 

negative way which creates regret and depression.  

2. Pathos is used to create pity for the character in the poem when Frost writes, “Sorry I could 

not travel both” and “I doubted if I should ever come back”.  

3. Diction is used in the title of “The Road Not Taken”, as it implies regret and reflection 

regarding those decisions.  

Thesis: In Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken”, Frost creates a negative tone which 

reflects the difficult choices humans make in life.  

 

Paragraph Two 

Point to Prove: Diction creates a negative tone when Frost sighs in the 4
th

 stanza. 

Topic Sentence:  

- A sigh has two possible interpretations, one of happiness and the other of regret.  

- In the final stanza it is hard to tell the tone of the sigh.  

- However, after analyzing the entire poem and the building negative tone the reader is quick to 

realize that the sigh is most likely one of regret.  

Lead: Robert Frost uses a sigh in the final stanza, he writes: 

Primary Source Quotation: “I shall be telling this with a sigh” (Robert Frost-The Road Not Taken) 

Exit: This sigh is crucial to poetic interpretation.  

- The sigh sets up a tone of regret and uncertainty.  

- Regret and uncertainty is created because the entire poem is written in an underlying negative 

tone. 

- Since the poem is about the choices we make in life, and the sigh creates a negative tone, it is 



clear the poem “The Road Not Taken” reflects the difficult choices humans make in life and how 

they affect us.   

Lead: Critic Elaine Barry writes:  

Secondary Source Quotation: “The ‘sigh’ helps us to characterize the ‘I’ and provides the first 

hint that the poem is a gentle parody of the kind of person whose life in the present is a 

distorted nostalgic regrets for the possibilities of the past.” (Barry 12) 

Exit: Elaine Barry provides critical insight to why Frost would use a sigh in his poem.  

-Elaine explains the relationship between the sigh and the reality of the character in the poem.  

-The reader realizes that the choices we have made in the past will affect us in the future. 

-Therefore the theme of difficult choices and regretful pasts becomes clear.  

 

Paragraph Three 

Point to Prove: Pathos is created for Robert Frost’s character. 

Topic Sentence: Pathos is a unique literary device as it is connects with the reader and the 

author.  

-  Pathos is created when the reader feels pity for the author. In this case, we have sympathy for 

the Frost when he cannot take both roads as we would like him to.  

-Frost also knows that he will probably never be faced with the same decisions again. 

Lead: Robert Frost regretfully writes:   

Primary Source Quotation: “Yet knowing how way leads on way/ I doubted if I should ever 

come back” (Robert Frost- The Road Not Taken)  

Exit: Frost realizes that he will not be returning to this exact decision ever again. 

-Pathos is created because we want Robert to try both roads and then choose the better one, 

however this is not possible.  

-Robert Frost realizes this is a difficult decision. 

Lead: In Gerber’s collection, Isadore Traschen discusses Robert Frost’s realization. Isadore 

states:  

Secondary Source Quotation: “Frost acknowledges that life has limits (‘knowing how way leads 

on to way’), yet he indulges himself in the sentimental notion that we could be really different 

from what we have become.” (Gerber 173)   

Exit: Traschen reinforces the idea that life is full of difficult decisions.  

- Isadore also brings up the interesting thought of how our decisions affect people later on as 

opposed to at a specific moment. 



- This explains how Frost created a regretful tone by using an example from life. Being that, we 

will probably never be faced with the same two decisions ever again. 

-Therefore, it is clear that the negative tone resulting from the pathos of Frost’s decision reflects 

the difficult choices humans face.  

Paragraph Four 

Point to Prove: Word choice of the title; “The Road Not Taken” reflects the regretful tone. 

Topic Sentence: Titles are like a photo. They give the reader lots of details and images of 

possible themes instantly.  

-Diction used in the titles creates foreshadows the message.  

-Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken” is no exception to this.  

Lead: Robert Frost’s poem describing the difficult choices humans make in life is titled:  

Primary Source Quotation: “The Road Not Taken” (Robert Frost- The Road Not Taken)  

Exit: The title “The Road Not Taken” implies a sense of regret or lack of satisfaction.  

-Prior to reading the poem, the reader gets an instant feeling of regret, because the poem is 

about the road not taken.  

- The title sets the mood for the rest of the poem. That mood being negative and regretful.  

Lead: Literary critic Jennifer Bouchard further clarifies: 

Secondary Source Quotation: “The fact that the poem is titled "The Road Not Taken" rather 

than "The Road Taken" emphasizes the mystery that surrounds the choices that people make; 

specifically, the path not chosen. Because one cannot go down two roads at once, there is no 

way to be certain where different choices would have led.” (EBSCOhost)  

Exit: Jennifer reminds us that the title is about the road not taken. 

- It also finalizes the message of the difficult choices we make in life.  

- It creates a mysterious tone but also a one of dissatisfaction.  

- Therefore, Bouchard sums up the fact that the negative tone reflects the difficult decisions 

humans make in life and how they can affect us later on. 

 

Conclusion Paragraph 

Thesis: In the poem “The Road Not Taken”, Robert frost creates a negative tone which reflects 

the difficult choices to make in life.  

Method of Development:  

1. Diction is used by Frost in reference to the sigh in the 4
th

 stanza. This sigh is implied in a 

negative way which creates regret and depression.  



2. Pathos is used to create pity for the character in the poem when Frost writes, “Sorry I 

could not travel both” and “I doubted if I should ever come back”.  

3. Diction is used in the title of “The Road Not Taken”, as it implies regret and reflection 

regarding    

 those decisions.  

Closing Statement:  

Life holds many decisions for people. Some choices may result in positive outcomes; other 

choices may result in negative outcomes. However, the only way to know the full outcome is to 

pick a decision and follow it through.  
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