
ENG 4UI (Semester II- February to June 2010)    

INDEPENDENT STUDY UNIT 

Objectives: 

1. To provide you with an opportunity to complete an assignment independently, in 
stages over an extended period of time. 

2. To develop your ability to read a literary text, form a thesis that is arguable, provable 
and worth proving, draft an essay, make revisions and complete a polished version. 

3. To increase your comfort and ability to use secondary sources, complete research 
and incorporate the ideas of others with your own while avoiding plagiarism. 

4. To solidify your understanding of MLA formatting and the proper presentation of an 
academic paper. 

 

This assignment involves both PROCESS and FINAL PRODUCTS completed in 

stages to the satisfaction of the teacher.  

So …you will write a literary essay on a novel of your choice.  The novel must be 

approved by the teacher in advance.  If you need help choosing a novel, please see me.   

 

Here is the question you must answer in your essay: 

In a formal essay, no less than four pages (4) and no more than six (6) pages in length, 

using at least two academic secondary sources, explain what you think is the main 

purpose of the novel. In order to support your answer explain how the author uses 

literary devices etc. to achieve her/his purpose. 

 

*Secondary sources must be written by an accredited author on topics relating to themes, 

characterization, symbolism, etc. contained in your novel or a comprehensive analysis of your 

author’s writing style, common themes, influences, etc. A simple review or plot summary, a 

dictionary definition, an anecdote or general quotation will not count as the secondary source. 

Your English teacher must approve questionable sources. Coles Notes or other similar aids will 

also not count as the required secondary source. 

Once you have chosen your novel, read it.  Then, read it again.  Seriously.  Excellent 

essays require close and careful reading – the kind where you already know the 

characters and the ending, so you can see literary elements and structure more clearly.  

It`s hard to get a handle on foreshadowing and symbolism, for example, when you 

don`t know what`s to come.  Give yourself time to read the book twice.  You`ll be 



amazed at how much easier it will be to formulate a thesis and a strong essay if you do 

this. 

It is also highly recommend that you take notes on your novel. You can use these for 

your Reading Comprehension Test. These MUST BE HAND WRITTEN!!!! 

Check for resources. You need a minimum of two academic secondary sources. Go to 

the library and search for books about your author or novel. Then search the online 

databases – if you don’t know how to do that please follow the following instructions 

carefully. Go to the BCI website. Choose student resources. Then click library. On the 

left hand margin, click virtual library. Then click “Secondary by Subject.” Choose EBSCO 

host databases. From the menu, check Literary Reference Centre and Advanced 

Placement Source. If your novel is Canadian, you may also check Canadian Literary 

Centre. If you’re at home, the user i.d. is wrdsbvl and the password is learn. 

In order to prove that you have found secondary sources, you will hand in an 

Annotated Bibliography in proper MLA format to be marked. That list is due 

on Tuesday, March 2nd.   An annotated bibliography is a list of secondary 

sources found and read.  In addition to the MLA citing requirements (available on your 

BCI library website), you will summarize the useful sections of the secondary source, 

and discuss how that source adds to your argument about the novel.  You will write 

approximately two paragraphs for each secondary source (minimum of two).  

 

The reading comprehension test is a written component that will be graded and 

returned.  Your may use your novel and notes during the test. The test will take place on 

Tuesday, March 23rd.  If you will be absent for any foreseeable reason 

(appointment, field trip etc) be sure to make arrangements to write the test before your 

absence. 

You will also submit a thesis proposal to be marked on Thursday March 

25th. 

The thesis outline will be due Tuesday, April 13th .  This will be marked. 

Please follow the instructions for this step closely...this will really help you write an 

excellent essay. 

During the independent study students can confer with the teacher at any time. This is 

especially important if you do not understand something ....but it is up to you to make 

the arrangements. Remember your last minute rush is not the teacher’s problem. 



Your rough copy will be due on Thursday, April 29th .  This will only be 

checked. Please make sure you have someone edit your essay. Finally remember your 

rough copy should look like a final good copy. 

The final copy of your Independent Study essay is due on Thursday, May 

27th. 

All stages of the ISU must be handed in with the final copy…or else the final 

copy will not be accepted. 

Once the ISU essay has been marked and returned to the student, the 

student may examine the final copy but it must be returned to the teacher. 

 

Important! 

• As you can see, this is by far the most demanding and comprehensive assignment of 

this course. In total, the entire assignment is worth a significant portion of your final 

mark. You will not be allowed to “skip” any segment of the process; 

you must expect a 24-hour turn-around time for handing in any 

stage of the process. In other words, it is not possible to simply hand in all of 

the process work the day you hand in the final product. You must complete this 

assignment in stages, to the satisfaction of the teacher, and you English teacher must 

approve each stage. 

• Also please note: an essay, which has been plagiarized or contains plagiarized 

parts, will receive a mark of ZERO for both the process and the final copy! 

 

 


